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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
In response to Mr. Diliberto's article on Qu'ran 
Burning (10.25.10 Islam issue):
While I certainly agree with Mr. Diliberto's 
umbrage atTerry Jones over the latter's 
proposed Qur'an burning, I was saddened by 
the language with which Mr. Diliberto chose 
to express it. At a school that preaches the 
importance of dialogue and openness with 
those who do not see the world as we do, I 
found it disconcerting to see a fellow student 
using such pejorative language as calling Mr. 
Jones "America's most infamous religious 
fool" and a "real-life cartoon character" and 
suggesting that "saltwater ate his brain."
And while I'm sure Mr. Diliberto suggested 
that Mr. Jones needed to burn a few calories 
and cut his mustache as a comedic slight, 
it is unnecessary to critique someone's 
physical appearance in general, let alone in 
an academic article. How can we critique 
someone like Mr. Jones for engaging in 
activities that are meant to inflame rather 
than heal when we ourselves use language 
that is meant only to insult and not to 
correct? Should we not demonstrate and 
model the same restraint and love that we 
would see Mr. Jones use with Muslims in 
his community? In light of the verse from 
Romans 14 that was quoted in this article, 
shouldn't we, who work in academia, work to 
show love and respect to those without the 
same level of education and etiquette we, 
ourselves, presume to have?
ERIC JESSEN
3rd year MDiv 
jessen @fuller. edu
LEBRL JRRGON
"It is only Americans who seem 
to think that voting Republican or 
Democratic makes a real difference 
to what the US does in the world.
The rest of the world... 
does not think so."
"I live in a country where the state uses 
methods o f terror against people it calls 
'terrorists'... If  I can take such personal 
risks in writing about my own country in this 
way, I don't understand why Americans, and 
especially American Christians. . .  cannot do 
the same: namely, take a long hard look at 
your history over, say, the past 50 years, and 
decide where on the spectrum of'terrorism ' 
your own government lies."
The SEMI is published weekly as a service to 
the Fuller community by the Office of Student 
Affairs at FullerTheological Seminary. Articles and 
commentaries do not necessarily reflect the views of 
the Fuller administration or the SEMI.
Letters to the Editor:
The SEMI welcomes brief responses to articles 
and commentaries on issues relevant to the Fuller 
community. All submissions must include the 
author's name and contact information and are 
subject to editing.
Free Fuller Announcements:
Submitted to semi@fuller.edu or dropped off at the 
SEMI Office on the 3nd floor of Kreyssler Hall above 
the Catalyst. 35 words or less.
Advertisements:
Notices for events not directly sponsored by a Fuller 
department, office, or organization can be submitted 
to semi@fuller.edu. Email us to receive Fall 2010 
availability, pricing, and deadlines.







CTURES IN SHRRP FOCUS
MISSIONS IN R POSTSMERICRN HORLD
On November 10 and 11, the Center for Missiological 
Research will be hosting the Fall 2010 Missiology 
Lectures, featuring Dr.Vinoth Ramachandra. Dr. 
Ramachandra holds bachelors and doctoral degrees 
from the University of London. Rather than pursuing 
an academic career once he had finished his studies, 
he returned to Sri Lanka in 1980 and helped to 
develop a Christian university ministry. Since then 
he has distinguished himself as a scholar and 
human rights advocate who has consistently both 
challenged and encouraged the global evangelical 
missions community through a series of insightful 
books and articles.
His voice provides an apologetic for the legitimacy of 
contemporary mission while also offering informed 
correctives for the way mission takes place today, 
daring to think "outside the box."
In his most recent book, Subverting Global Myths: 
Theology and the Public Issues that Shape Our 
World, he examines six areas of contemporary 
global discourse: terrorism, religious violence, 
human rights, multiculturalism, science, and 
postcolonialism, and offers distinctive reflections on 
each.
On this page are featured some of his recent 
comments on some of these topics that we 
suspect will be thought-provoking for the Fuller 
community. We offer these to you as a teaser - a 
sample of the thinking that motivated us to invite Dr. 
Romachondra to come, and an encouragement to all 
to join us as we host this important globally-minded 
theologian and mission strategist.
We are honored and delighted that Dr. Ramachandra 
is able to be with us, and look forward to hearing 
what he has to say about the nature of Christian 
missions in a post-American world. We hope you will 





The God Who Comes (Travis Auditorium) 10 - 11am 
Christian Missions in a Post-American World: Global Economic Realities 
and the Church's Missionary Mandate (Payton 101) 3 - 4:30 p.m. 
Respondent: William Dyrness
Panel Discussion
4:45 -6 pm 
(Payton 101)
Panelists: William Dyrness, Evelyne Reisacher, Dave Scott
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11
7 - 8 p.m. Integrity, Mission and the Reign of God(Payton 101)
“ Why did the media seize on the words of an obscure, 
sectarian pastor of an unknown Florida church with less 
than 50 members and broadcast it to the whole world, 
knowing that it would inflame Muslim passions?The 
same media are largely silent when scores of churches 
are burned down and hundreds of Christians killed in 
places like India, Nigeria or Indonesia. "
REMEMBERING PRRISE GOH
BY UENDY URHEMRN, VICE PRESIDENT FOR ENROLLMENT RND STUDENT RFFRIRS
"This is in memory of the good who die young..."
Charlene Er
"Praise, I've had a hard time digesting the loss of you. Thank you for loving God 
with all of your heart and living this life with immeasurable and contagious 
joy. I have been deeply touched and inspired by you. I can actually picture you 
praising God..." TJ Gause Howie
"My dear Praise, I haven't been able to write out of complete shock. If I had 
known that last week was the last time we would speak, I would have said: I 
am so proud and honored to be your friend, all of your stories, your journeys, 
everywhere you've been and done reflects beauty and grace. Your authenticity, 
your genuineness. The Love you spread across the world. Beautiful Praise - in 
the midst of tragedy, we honor who you were and treasure the moments we 
had with you. See you soon. Mare." Mary Lacy
"Praise, we so appreciated your work for the 180 Degrees Alliance. You did 
a fab job. I will remember you as one caring, joyful, vivacious, gentle and 
precious person. See you there. Peace." Andy Sexton
"Praise Goh,
You brought life and joy to everyone you met.
Your life was cut short, but well spent.
It's a life that inspires me to make these days count for 
something lasting and true."
Andy Madsen
Praise Goh, who worked for the past 
three months in the Office of Admissions, 
went to be with the Lord on Monday, 
leaving a hole in our hearts. Although 
she was not on the Fuller staff for very 
long, we quickly learned to love her and 
to appreciate her warm smile and gentle 
spirit.
Fuller was a part of her whole life as 
she came to the United States from 
Singapore as a young child when her 
father became a student at Fuller. Her 
family then settled in the area and she 
attended Azusa Pacific University. She 
was actively involved in Hope Christian 
Fellowship in San Gabriel, which she 
described to me as a church that truly 
sought to be welcoming to all cultures
After Azusa, Praise attended Fuller, 
where she graduated from the School 
of Intercultural Studies with a MA in 
Cross-Cultural Studies in 2009. Her 
area of emphasis was children at risk, 
which was her passion and this is where 
she developed several close friendships 
within the Fuller community. She worked 
with children around the world, including 
Poland, Hungary, the Philippines, Mexico, 
and China. She was also the co-director 
of Children's Ministry at her church and 
worked with the Chinese Christian Herald 
Crusades.
When she interviewed for the position 
at Fuller last summer, Praise said that 
when she read the job description it was 
exactly the job she felt called to do. She
had already thought through what her 
theology of hospitality was and how 
she would seek to live it out as the first 
contact with prospective students. As I 
described her to someone recently, I said 
"I saw her smile before I saw her." I feel 
that God brought Praise to us "for such a 
time as this" and I give Him thanks for her 
- her testimony and her life. •
Praise Goh's memorial 
service was held Saturday, 
November 13 at Pasadena 
Nazarene Church.
THE RRT OF CHRISTIRN HISTORY: ROBIN JEHSEH
TODD E. JOHNSON
As this year's theoretician in the Brehm 
Lectures, Robin Jensen embodies the 
best of the Brehm Center's synthesis of 
worship, theology and the arts. Jensen 
is a fine liturgical scholar, an excellent 
church historian, and an exceptional 
art historian. Jensen's scholarly work 
exemplifies interdisciplinary scholarship 
at its best. She has mastered and 
integrated a number of scholarly 
disciplines, from an undergraduate 
degree in visual and performing arts, 
to studies in fine arts at New York City's 
Parson School of Design while working on 
her MDiv at Union Theological Seminary. 
This lead directly into her doctoral work 
focused on the iconography of early 
Christian baptisteries which earned 
her a PhD jointly awarded by Columbia 
University and Union Seminary.
Jensen's work represents her expertise 
in all three of these areas in both print 
and multimedia resources. A survey of 
her upcoming publications illustrates
this well. Upcoming volumes from Dr 
Jensen include Living Water: The Art and 
Architecture of Ancient Christian Baptism 
(Brill), From Exorcism to New Creation: 
Ritual, Visual, andTheotogical Dimensions 
of Christian Initiation (Hendrickson), 
Devotion, Discipline, and Dissent: Ancient 
Christianity in North Africa (Johns Hopkins 
University Press); and Baptisteries of the 
Early Christian World (a multi-media, 
international project to catalogue ancient 
Christian Baptisteries).
Dr. Jensen's numerous grants, fellowships 
and awards speak of her scholarly 
excellence. Jensen's work is helpful in 
both providing insights into the place of 
the arts throughout Christian history, as 
well as the possibilities the arts can play 
in the life of faith today.
When not engaged in her academic 
pursuits and administrative 
responsibilities, she relaxes gardening, 
baking, and honing her photographic 
skills—a necessity in recoding her 
archeological work. I speak on behalf of
many in the liturgical academy: Robin 
Jensen is the rare combination of an 
excellent scholar, devoted churchwoman, 
and humble and approachable sister in 
Christ.
On Wednesday and Thursday, November 
3 and 4, Dr. Jensen will address the Fuller 
Seminary C o m m u n it y . It is worth every 
effort you can make to attend what 
promises to be a most engaging Brehm 
Lecture series this year. ■
BIO:
Dr. Robin Jensen is the Luce Chancellor's 
Professor of the History of Christian Art 
and Worship at Vanderbilt University. She 
currently teaches in their Divinity School 
and Art History Department, as well as 
directs a program on Art, Religion, and 
Contemporary Culture. Robin is also the 
current president of the Society fo r the Arts 
in Religious andTheotogical Studies.
Todd Johnson is the Brehm associate 
professor of Worship Theology and the Arts.
REEL SPIRITURLITV: EVERY PROTAGONIST IS PINOCCHIO
CAMILLETUCKER
reelspir itual ity.com
I love old movies and thanks to 
Blockbuster online, I get my share. The 
other day, I watched The Graduate, 
starring a dean-faced Dustin Hoffman 
as Ben, a burnt out Ivy League grad who 
is literally "drifting" his summer away in 
his parents' pool. The summer is tedious 
and trite. That is, until the sexy wife of his 
Dad's business partner, Mrs. Robinson, 
seduces Ben. The plot gets really twisted 
when Ben later meets and falls in love 
with Mrs. Robinson's daughter, Elaine.
So, how did The Graduate lead me to 
the conclusion that every protagonist 
is Pinocchio? I arrived at this conclusion 
realizing that Ben initially resists Mrs.
Robinson's advances. He's a good boy, a 
virgin at that. And yet, a few days later he 
calls her for a rendezvous at a local hotel.
Doesn't this happen in almost every 
movie? Just like Pinocchio, the 
protagonist doesn't heed his or her 
conscience (for Pinocchio it is Jiminy 
Cricket) and some wily fox leads him or 
her down the "easy road" to Pleasure Isle. 
In Ben's case, Mrs. Robinson's bed.
As Pinocchio loses Geppetto, Ben loses 
Elaine. And it is not until Ben shows up 
at the church where Elaine is getting 
married, risking all to plead his love for 
her, that he has become "a real boy." Or 
"man" in this case. Like a prison break, 
Ben grabs Elaine and they do a 90-yard 
dash past her mother, father, and fiancé, 
escaping to a passing bus.
Of course not every movie is like this. But 
a lot of them are: boy or girl makes a bad 
moral choice and must sink to the lowest 
depths before resurfacing to a new life.
To be honest, my proposition isn't new. 
Joseph Campbell the father of the 'hero's 
journey' in mythology, states, "It is by 
going down into the abyss that we recover 
the treasures of life." Do Pinocchio and 
Ben go down into the abyss and recover 
that thing that is worth living for? I 
believe, yes. Sounds a little like our great 
Story. Sounds a lot like me. ■
BIO:
CamilleTucker (2nd yr, MAT, Theology and Arts) 
is a filmmaker and Co-Director of Reel Spirituality 
(www.reelspirituality.com). She's celebrating life and 
mourning Sushi. She lives by the motto: When the 




The Narrative of Life: 
Faith and Visual Art
Lectures by Dr. Robin Jensen, Vanderbilt 
University and John August Swanson, 
painter, printmaker.
Wednesday, November 3, 2010
10:00- l l : 00am All-Seminary Chapel 
(Travis)
7:00-8:00pm Opening Reception of John 
August Swanson Gallery 
(Hubbard Library)
8:00-9:00pm Conversation with artist 
John August Swanson 
(Payton 101)
Thursday., November 4, 2010
10:00am-noon Brehm Lectures (Payton 
101)
L ecture 1 Visual Art and the Two
Reformations: Can We Find 
A Middle Way?
L ecture  2 Visual Art as Doxology: Art's




For more info: www.brehmcenter.com 
(keywords: brehm lectures 2010)
prper hriting drero, prrt 3. oh, no.
ERICA MONGE
Who hasn't experienced writer's block? 
As grad students, we often face many 
of the same obstacles as professional 
writers, including what I like to call forced 
creativity. Forced creativity occurs when 
a deadline clashes with the need for 
inspiration. In a best case scenario, a 
writer would wait for inspiration to come. 
It seems like great poets and writers of 
the past have had this luxury. Students, 
though, face deadlines and external 
motivational pressures such as grading 
requirements.
There are many ways to overcome 
barriers to creative inspiration, the best 
way is to read creative writing. This may 
seem counterproductive when so much 
of a student's reading is research based. 
But, it is helpful and, some might say, 
essential to the writing process to read 
creatively. This does not need to be time 
consuming. It is as simple as subscribing 
to a magazine and reading a short story 
or reading a blog that features creative
prose. Even a newspaper article can help 
unlock patterns of thinking that may be 
standing in the way of creative flow.
One way to defend against the inevitable 
battle of forced creativity is to be 
prepared with a writer's block emergency 
kit. This may take the shape of a file on 
your laptop, or a box on your desk, or any 
other imaginable form. In your kit, you 
should place some things or ideas that 
inspire or encourage you. Your kit may 
include a song, a movie, a few pages from 
a favorite novel or poetry book, quotes, 
pictures or other items. These things 
should invoke an emotional response or 
passionate thinking about a subject.
The most important thing to remember 
when facing writer's block is not to panic. 
Panic leads to stress and discouragement, 
which creates greater challenges. Stay 
focused and learn to unlock creativity 
when you need it. •
Erica Monge is a Writing Coach (www. 
writingcoach.me) and a student at Fuller 
Seminary, studying Ancient Near Eastern
Language and Literature. Erica teaches 
writing courses at Vanguard University 
and will be presenting writing workshops 
on behalf of the Fuller Writing Center this 
fall.
Contact her at em@writingcoach.me.
Writing Workshops 
Grammar & Self Editing
You will learn to avoid repetition and 
wordiness, stay on topic, distinguish 
formal vs. informal language, use 
quotations appropriately, and identify 
grammar, capitalization, and punctuation 
pitfalls.
Friday, November 12, i-3pm in Payton 
102






FIELD EDUCATION HOSPITAL 
AND HOSPICE INTERNSHIPS 
FOR SPRING 2011
Two-unit FE546 Hospital Chaplaincy 
internships are being offered at 
Huntington Memorial Hospital in 
Pasadena, Glendale Adventist in 
Glendale, and St. Joseph Medical 
Center in Burbank during the Spring 
2011 quarter. A two-unit FE548 Hospice 
Chaplaincy internship is being offered 
through VITAS Healthcare Corporation 
of California or Roze Room Hospice. 
These courses emphasize spiritual care 
training in a hospital or hospice setting. 
Students will learn howto be present to 
patients and/or their families during a 
crisis, as well as the preliminary steps in 
performing a spiritual care assessment.
Before registering for either course, 
interns must be interviewed and 
accepted by the prospective hospital or 
hospice chaplain. Start the process early! 
Contact the Office of Field Education at 
626-584-5387 for hospital application 
forms and contact information.
ADVERTS
Employment Opportunity: Personal Care Attendant - 
Assist Active Disabled Woman living in Monterey Hills/ 
Highland Park area to get to bed at night. 11 p.m. 
weeknights/11:30 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. Possible 
day job opening next month. Will train, must have
good job references in any field. Woman peferred. 
323.221.2757
Follow Fuller on Twitter: twitter.com/fulleradm 
Friend Fuller on Facebook: facebook.com/fullerseminary 
Read our Student Blogs: www.fuller.edu/blogs
VOCATIONAL DISCERNMENT GROUPS
praying, listening, journeying together
Vocational D iscernm ent Groups offer prayerful, supportive 
com m unity to  help you listen to  God about your call 
Sign-ups are happening now.








5 %  OF 
THE WORDS.
Make stage fright 
your friend. No more tired 
throat. Proper breathing. 
Vocal strength. Range 
increased. Discovering 
resonating chambers.
Become more powerful and confident in your sound. 
Marty Carmack.- Sound Engineer
Who comes with a background as a newscaster for NBC 
in Phoenix, Arizona. Her voice has been “hired” for 
commercials by Chevrolet, Glamorinc, Circle K. and others. 
She was fortunate to study under Judy Davis. PhD. the vocal 
coach Frank Sinatra turned to when he faced the diagnosis of 
loosing his voice. He bought out six months of her time. We 
now listen to the success of those months. Other well-known 
students: Barbra Streisand, Peter Paul & Mary, The 
Smothers Brothers, to name a few.
626 584 6403 for pricing and details.
